CONGOLEUM CORPORATION
Passaic River Study Area
Evidence Summary
Submitted by Chemical Land Holdings, Inc.
June 11, 1997
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trichloroethylene, xylene, and oils (TEPH). (See Attachments B and D.)
C. Hazardous Substances Used On-Site have Impacted River Sediments:

o As part of CLH's performance of the remedial investigation/feasibility
study (RI/FS) for the Six Mile Study Area (Study Area), CLH has taken
and analyzed sediment samples from locations adjacent to the former
Congoleum Nairn facility. Among the hazardous substances found in the
sediments were acetone, benzene, toluene, xylene and TEPH. (See
Analytical Data Summary Tables Passaic River Study Area Remedial
Investigation dated April 1996.)

D. Responsible Corporate Entity
o In Congoleum’s February 5, 1997 letter to EPA, Congoleum concedes that
“Predecessors of Congoleum owned and operated a flooring
manufacturing facility in Kearny, New Jersey...”
o Correspondence should be sent to: Congoleum Corporation
3705 Quakerbridge Road

P.O. Box 3127
Mercerville, NJ 08109

DALD2:71888.1

846480003



o

846480004

Congoleum Corp.

?\o
L7
/L
SECOND
AVER .
K Study Area
i

NEWARK

miles

025 05 0785 1 1.5

4&1“\ -~




846480005



1971 Congoleum Building # 115 Schematic Drawing

o Documents direct discharge pipe emanating from Congoleum Building # 115 to
the Passaic River

DAL(2:71890.1
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Affidavit of Daniel Ross

° Establishes products, raw materials, solvent usage, operations and discharge
mechanism to the Passaic River

DAL02:71890.1
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AFFIDAVIT OF DANIEL ROSS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY §
N $
LCOUNTY OF ESSEX §

Daniel Ross, upon his oath deposes and says:

1. L, Daniel Ross, am a former employee of Congoleum Corporation and its predecessor
Congoleum-Nairn, Incorporated (hereafter "Congoleum") at the linoleum, tile and flooring
products manufacturing facility ("' Congoleum facility") formerly located at 195 Belgrove Drive
in Kearny, Hudson County, New Jersey.

2. I was employed at the Congoleum facility from circa 1936 to 1976. During this time I
held the position of a Crew Leader and Pipefitter. Throughout my employment, I had the
opportunity to work in a number of areas within the facility.

3. Because of my position as a Crew Leader and Pipefitter, I became very knowledgeable
of certain manufacturing operations, process infrastructure and waste management practices
historically in-place at the Congoleum facility.

4, 1 recall that a container of a very strong acid was Jocated at the northern end of
Building # 8. 1 can not recall the name of this strong acid. This container of strong acid had
a fill pipe leading into it and another pipe in the bottom of the container.

8. The spent acid from this container at Building # 8 was not drummed but weat into
some type of drain. :

6. Kerosene, Varsol and other similar solvents were utilized in the cleaning of various
machines, such as calendars, banberry mixers, sheeters and scratchers, at the Congoleum
facility. These machines would first be scraped clean and then rinsed down with kerosene,
Varsol or other solvents.

7. It is my first hand knowledge that run-off from machine cleaning operations performed
in all of the processing buildings at the Congoleum facility would flow into floor drains located
dm those processing buildings.

8. Large amounts of asbestos, as well as pigments and cement were utilized in asphalt tile
production operations carried out in Building # 118.

9. Run-off from process machine cleaning operations performed in Building # 115 flowed
into floor d located in that building.

arik ) F Lo
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AXFIDAVIT OF DANIEL ROSS - PAGE 2

10. 7 The floor drains located in Building # 115 at the Congoleum facility were routed into
@ large pipe which discharged to the Passaic River.

11.  1do not recall if the floor drains in the other processing buildings at the facility also
discharged to the river.

Sworn to before me this g
day of March, 1997
Daniel Ross 7 Notary Public '
State Of New Jersey

Notary Public Commission
Michael W. Boyle
My Commission Expires 10/31/00
Notary 1D# 2038386

846480012
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March 11, 1926 Correspondence from Congoleum to PVSC

] Documents discharge of sewage from Congoleum to the Passaic River

DAL02:71890.1
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April 30, 1928 PVSC Report of Sources of Pollution to the Passaic River

® Documents discharge of sewage from Congoleum to the Passaic River

DAL02:71890.1
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Wipoilzp, 1925.

s,

¥Mr. J. 2alph Van Duyne,

Chief Zngineer,

Passaic Valley 3ewerage Commission,
Hewark, Reo »

Dear 3ir:-
The following is a 1list, very complete, of sources
of pollution:~ .

T0W3 SEVIRS.

Bloomfield.

Sanitary sewer at Slenwood and Llewelyan Aves frequeantly
overZ?lows msnhole and runs Snto Second 2iver.

Sanitary sewer in Vatsessing Tark at Ioosevely Avenue broken
sewvage constantly escaring to Second River.

Storm sewer at Franklin 3treet dridge discharges chemizal
industrisl wastes to Second Ziver.

Storm sewer at flenwood Avenue and Ilewelyn3Avenne discharges
senitary seweze %o Second Ziver.

Storn sewer a8t Tarrend Street, discharges acid wastes to
Toney's Brook, tributary to Second River.

#¥eadowbrook culvert discharges lsundry and chemizel wesptes
to Zleadow 3rook, tridutary to Second Eiver.

Belleville.

Sanitary sewer east of Belwood Park depot continnally dischamging
sewage to 3Second River.

Sénitary sewer from 3elwocd Perk section, north of Zrie =.3.,
continuously dischar ging sewage to Second River.

Sanitary eewer, nesr Copper llills, appears broken. Continuous
‘ seepage through walllinto Second River.

8torm sewer, foot of Little Street, discharges acid wastes with

heavy red sediment from chemiosl works.

IStorm sewer, foot of Joralemon 3treet, suspicious discharge at
times. ‘ A

846480017
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48 has deen
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circumstances. .7
City Stedbles, East Orage.
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Miner-Edgar Alachel Co.,
Noewark. .

e vens “lenTo
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October 24, 1947 PVSC Report on Stream Contaminations During September, 1947

° Documents discharge of sewage from Congoleum to the Passaic River due to a
partially clogged town sanitary sewer

DAL02:71890.1
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Pitoner 84,

- The Fassaio Valley Sewerage Cozmissioners,
" £4 Branford llace, .
Jewark £, hew Jersey,

-Oentlenent~ Btream Coptaminations durins Septeamber, 1947,

Departurses from normal in the quality of the allowadle
diquids which are discharzged to the streans within the drainaze area
under the jurisdiction of the Fassalec Valley Sewsrage Comnissioners,
sgcur fron tize to time, Such variations gre csused mostly

sturvances in pubification zrooasul wlich are under precise
® ntrﬂ., or throuzh the breaking, elo3zing, leakirz of sewers and
pipelines, and the fallures or breskidowns of pumps, filters or othsr
Eechanical purification devices,

Most frequently these stream oontaninations are sausel by
unavoidglo accidents, ooocasicnally by ocarelessness and rarely by
wilful dntent., fbey afe usuall scovered promgtly and toe nscessary
Trexsdlies, repairs or adjustments qQuickly a;rlied,

Such texporary eontazinations of the waters of the streans
Quring Septeaber, 1947, together with tLe means of eorrestion ap-
¥lisd,are deacribed driefly in the foliowing listie

Septanber S. Yederal Textile Frocessing c:ﬁi 85-5th Ave., Yaterson,

Industriel sewer in rear of 8 plent overflowed
and discharged dye waste into the Fassaio River, Our
dnspector had thex olean out the sewer line and
Tauove a blockaze thersfroz. This elicinated the
viclation praxptly.

o . R ,!'
Septezder 4. §hongoleum-Nalrn Ine., 195 Belgrove Drive, kearny,

» Our Line Superintendsnt drouzht in a saxple of oll
which bhe had obdtained from the Ksarny sanitary sewer
aenr Birgan Avenue., The 011 proved 40 be good fresbh
Tuel oli, River inspeotor traced tue sourcs of ths
fuel 011 to the engine room ©f the Congoleum-Nairn
plant where it was found that a vaive had been left
open and sonsideradble amcunts of fuel o0il had
érained %0 the sanitary sewer, Closing of the valve
stopped the loss ©f fuesl 01l to the sanitary sewer,
In eoanection with this matier our insyector further

ound that'a sasll samount ©f the fuel il had reach-

4. the Passalc River through a stora sewer by ‘

pterxittent overflovw fram the partly slogsed Xearny
sanit.ry sower. The 4nspector notiried ghe Kearny -
sewer department t0 glean out the tary sewsr in
4n order 10 prevent further overflows.

| 1oa4, Ne J,
Septesber 8. ,E,‘ﬁ‘:i.ﬁ'ﬁf.c H m?lnto Saddle River froa the

=111 pucping station. Cur inspector found that cne

-




January 26, 1950 PVSC Report on Stream Contaminations During November and
December 1949

L Documents discharge of sewage from Congoleum to the Passaic River due to an
overloaded sewer chamber

L DAL02:71890.1
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.
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erlondel sewer edziber, Yhis e0slition will eoctinue
‘waoatil sose gdbanses are made 80 tast the waste eo=isn?
= the plextn 24" line eun enter & lime largs eunsu k.,
Le present lioe ecnnestin: the cbachoer €0 the Learry
5anitary Lewer s only 9%,

Sonoon BoU  sus TToat
R I

Cur $ns;ector re;orte Shat the tsaants of this duilaing
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re0rt the banis O t4s Piver are littered wits rublisi,
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Jascaic Eiver, a3 the secicent hu;pened Fassalc Aveaus,
hBETRY. 1he uuﬁ Iire dejartizent assistec in @iesnin;
M} the surfade o4l and very Jiitle Feachsl iassaio River,
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Tenasts ©f Suis Wullein: have m*m Shelir refuse
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wasing macliing, ete,)on the bank and St Beidils River,
Ger inspector arter acversl visits Lad She owner alo.n ¥
Wis refusse, oo
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- EXCERPT RE-TYPED FROM ATTACHED ORIGINAL -

January 26, 1950

The Passaic Valley Sewerage Commissioners,
26 Branford Place
Newark 2, New Jersey

Gentlemen:-

S C inations durine Nover { December, 1949

Departures from normal in the quality of the liquids discharged
to the streams which are under the jurisdiction of the Passaic Valley
Sewerage Commissioners, and other features of potential temporary
contaminations of the streams, together with the means and correction
applied, are described briefly in the following list:-

November 9,

CONGOLEUM-NAIRN, INC., KEARNY

Sanitary sewer overflows to Passaic River caused by
overloaded sewer chamber. This condition will continue
until some changes are made so that the waste coming
from the plants 24" line can enter a line large enough.
The present line connecting the chamber to the Kearny
sanitary sewer is only 9”.

846480023
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May 2, 1945 Handwritten Notes Obtained From Kearny Fire Department

L Documents hazardous substances utilized at Congoleum including
trichloroethylene, solvents and coke/tar .

DAL02:71890.1
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April 24, 1956 Handwritten Notes and April 27, 1945 Letter to Congoleum from the Kearny
Fire Department

] Documents poor housekeeping practices at Congoleum Building 115 including
dumping of oil in weeds adjacent to River and storage of kerosene-saturated
flannel outside of Building 31

DAL02:71890.1
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00003:

VIRE HEADQUARTERS
np KEARNY AVENUE

TELEPHONE KEanny R-1400

@epartment of Fire

THE TOWN OF KEARNY
NEW JERSEY

. - »
WILLIAN 3. WANDRAS THOMAS B. BERGEN
L1 Profin CHAIRMAN FiIRE COMMITTES

@rri1 275,295

O e

Mr. Zay=zond Calice,
Plant Personnel Vanaeer
a/e _Cangelenm-liaim £o.,”
felgrove Orive.,

Kearny, N.J.

Dear S:r;e

from & detall inspection conducted *»y this departaunt
on April 1 .th %o April 25th, we desire to call vour sttention teo
conditions which constitutes & Fire Hasard with recoamsndatien
for ecorrection.

Bx..lding #3'w Censral Iffice.

Pe:ove the =osbustidle zaterial frox the 3rd noor and st the
bottex of the north stairway FPire Bxit, Cicartee Butts were found
alone side of this coabustitls material.

Building 7115~ Tile Nfe.
ousexesping conditions very poer on south cnd.*?ml beiag dumped
the weeds next to the bullding on the River side.
Dampar ontrol for fixed (0«2 systea inaside duct systeam above
the aixing machine found disconnected.

*

Suilding #23- Sesler Nirxing.
Housekeeping very poor on north side.

Syllding 710
All elevator shaftways should he proverly identified with sions
and where there are siens, they are in nsed of repaiting.

Building M3
Renmove all the =oabusti-la sate~iul f rom the arez where the

flanral saturste? with rosono ou i3 stored on the outside
of the building. o

Shaet £l

846480031



FIRE MEADQUARTERS
109 KEARNY AvENUE

TELEPHONE KEARNY 2-1400

Bepartment of Fice

THE TOWN oF KEARNY

NEW JERSEY
: -
WILLIAM G. WANDRAS THOMAS 8. pzrGEN
Crixr CHAIRMAN Fing Commrrrag

Sheet 72

furthe
Jou =iy dogdee by consulting the Superinteadent of tne
Preventicn Buresu, 109 Kearny ln.r Tire

. W,

Very truly Youre,

Superi ntendent
Fire Prevention Sureau.

846480032
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May 31, 1972 PVSC Waste Effluent Survey for Congoleum

L Provides products, operations and utilization of hazardous substances including
plasticizers, pigments and oils -

DAL02:71890.1
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PABIAIC VALLEY BuWalAGS COMMISSIONERS 000036 &’

Newark, ).J. oTics ’ e L L 8 ';.t,{.’a.'!:- Wb e TN e ah wl LIl uiime
| Dote, . MATANT .
Plant Ref. No, LB 0.FCL.... : e Ve
WASTE EFFLUENT SURVEY -
: (For Industries Served by the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commissioners)
Address: 160 !uuic Avcnue, Kearny, New Jersey . z,,, 0'7632
Person and Title to whom any iunher inquiris should be directed: .
Phone No.: .. 291-1000
" Number of Employees: ...2%7 s .
Number of Working Days Per Week: ..Five -
Number of Shifts Per Day: ..0ne. Sh3£s Tdnelewm. == Tve Shifta Tile :
Area of Property: 22.3_ Acres, or e Sq. Fr.
Type of Industry and 4 digit U. S. Standard Industrial Classification No,: ... Skemé33 3776

¥inished y,oégct(',): . g;._g 1 lnbitéou 1‘11:-', T!.;ao'h\_n, i‘?‘”} 'Hixu. g hesives
Average Production: ...JSJJ.....Ing..& Linelewm=ni million. fapan=Raate. & Nax. 800,000 gala.
i Raw Materials Used: 1 l“h- Plasticizers ’subm-m,a.m._zmmm

Bricf Descnpnon of Operauons Mmmuww

IR A -

'

s,

— e 846480034
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“}-t'- 4 ..

o & sartm - anay

. . .

Water received in Gallons (Notg: multiply cy. . x 7.48) o

Purchued water in 1971 from: .Im.nt..m..ﬂw.lsng

" 1st Quarter 25,491,000 o , , :

j 2nd Qm“mww . ) .. ..\ % % e "l'... » . . ] o ;

' 3,4 Qmﬂ. ‘ 31,115,000 o R . B
e, 4(h cht . 35,690,000 : . . _

'_ 'roaxrmhasedxsn .....uu.:s..m P .

Well Water
" 1t Quarter.

. '.. . 2nd‘Qumu' . r.
" 8rd Quarter v :
. " 4th Quarter '
" Total well water eceived in 1971:
- vaer Water . . : 5
" T e Quarner . 4,500,000 -
B " 2nd Quartcr.. 4,500,000 R
 SQuamer b0 G L '
.'; “‘:’.‘:4& Quarte: - 4,500,000 " . e Sy
. : Toul river water taken in in 1971: . 18,000, °°°

'm'r.u. OF ALL WATER m'.czwi IN 1971 ,139_.953.'000_

.
-

Water Use in 197:?; '
. . Cooling Tover cvapound c:l.ty wntc;
~ Water to Product (mdude evaporated and lost vmex) &MMMMM .
Wmn&niurySewer:....l!.ul’.O.Q{”‘ - e e e
Water ta Seorm Sewer, River or Ditchs .._:n.non.nnm _ — : N £

: TOTAI. WATER USE IN 1971: ....132.255 a0Q

NmafﬁmSmm,aTribuummdhaumdmmotdmhmdawmnmnﬂ
otmbuuryrwm “'3"
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. ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ONLY IF THE e
PLANT WASTE INCLUDES WASTE ATTRIBUTABLE TO INDUSTRIAL OPERATIONS - - -
(Note: Analyses should be based on @ 24-hour composite sample)

Characteristics of Plant Waste discharg:l to sanitary or combined sewer, after treatment
if any. Indicate units of measure where applicable {e.g. Mg/l). .

 a) pH: b) - Turbidity:
¢) Temperature: i : - 'd) Radioactive? Yes No
¢) Solids Concentration:
1) Total Solids i Volatile Mineral
2) Suspended Solids Volatile Mineral

f) Oil and Grease Concentration:

1) Floatable Oils

2) Emulsified Oils
g) Chlorides :
h) Chemical Oxygen Demand (C.O.D.):
i) 5-day Bio-chemical Oxygen Demand (B.O.D.):
j);bauoqpmkczﬂnn(Txch:

k) Metallic Jons—Name and concentration (Important—list tach metal in waste, ¢.g., chromium
hex. and triv. Antimony, Lead, Mercury, Copper, Vanadium, Nickel; give concentration and
total daily discharge of each metal.) ,

1) Toxic Material—Name and concentration e.g., cyanide salts, etc.):

m) Solvenus—Nume and concentration:

n) Rcsins—Name and concentration (Lacquers, Varnishes, Synthetics) :

o) Datc and time span of sample

Explain houm, method of discharge of waste to Sanitary Sewer and peak rate of flow, c.g.,
{continuing for 8 hours per day, 5 days per week at 100 ﬁnl./ y rate) (batch twice a day for 20
t“ni'a‘a:x}ﬂ ‘a’t “1‘00 gal./min.) (Continuous 24 hours stcady or with at 2 P.M,, peak rate
H RLA R ty - ot

’”
)
.
&
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Characteristics of Phn: Discharge to-Storm Sewer, R;ver, or Dnc.h, after t.reatmcnt if any.

Indicate units of measure where applicable (e.g., Mg/l). - P

a) pH: 6.9 : emiioeseresiacsemien. + D) anbxdxty..

c) Temperature: ..uax.‘.Q...!’ eeoree . 4). Radsoacuve? Ye$ i No X ]

¢) Solids mm. ._i".;}‘,:" B SPTIRI U1 R R U
1) Total Solids .48 ppm - " Volatile 22 Mmuzl..J.L___._.. ;
2) Suspended Sclids _.}..nm......_.....,. Volatile o= Mineral ==

£) Oil and Grease Concentration:
1) Floatable Oils ) :
2) Emu]szfichiIs g Less than 1 ppa .

g) Chlorides ———h6ppm.

h) Chemical Oxygen Demand (C.OD.): -A2.9wm.

i) 5-day Bio-chemical Oxygen Demand (B.OD.): &3

§) Total Organic Carbon (T.0.C.): .t 37

k) Metallic Ions—Name and concentration (Important—list each metal in waste, e. g., chromium’
hex. and triv. Antimony, Lead, Mercury, Copper, Vanadmm, Nickel; give concentration: and-

total dady dncha.rge of each metal.):
Nana

1) Toxic Magerial~Name asd concentration. (e.g., cyanide salts, ‘eté.}i- s o
. Tryer W0 e LWt e,

m) Solvents—Name and concentration:
None

n) Resins—Name and concentration (Lacquers, Varnishes, Synthetics) : - e s
None

o) Date ‘nd ﬁme span of mple: ll 23/72 - Three’ clng}'ti'.eﬂlﬁel}}cd into Qn..'
Do you pretreat any waste before discharge? .....Ne
If 30, describe process and disposal of residue removed:,.

e

Certification of Laboratory doing sam SP gard yses shall be given. Procedura
shall be those shown in the 13th edition of Stan Methods for tbe Examination of Water and’
Wastcwater, where applicable. If no procedure is applicable, the laboratery is to describc method
and procedure used in analyses.

Analysis and sampling through

Bets Enviromental Enginear, Inc. ~ Master Mechanic

Botz laboratories, Inc. rt
Tt"?l.. Pa. and ude persoa preparing repo
R §
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